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Ii. dollars are wasted on
 
"iJor£ed psychiatric treatment
 
'.-MenasdIe . j)
~M8heIIani AsMr 

. ~ '. ., .. '. . , "'. ,Jl)VOCATES for force4 p~-
.' atrlMftlatmaIt at.eu~ilig e,A1eattnl'f"'Kelly Thomas, a. 

homeless man with schizophrema, 
!is a rationale for, Orange County to,
Implement Laura slaw. 

Thislaw is a controve.rsial, costly 
measure that has not proven effec
tive and ~ould undermine the 
human nghts of those labeled men

. tally ill. ~r. Thomas' dea~h fo~low-
.. a beatIng by Fullerton pohce is 
laeartbreaking, but Laura's JAw 
1II'OU1d not have prevented It. 

Laura's Law expands forced treat
-.t by allowing people wtth a
"-ry of hospitalization or sutcid~ 
IlilmPts to be placed under 
.eMt-ordered ·treatment, even 

'''gh.they art! not.presently'a
 
4ulger to themselVes or others.
 
11aase who fail'to cpmply can ~
 
_ned by police and ho&pitalW;d 
....00 tbeir will,·thereby,increasmg 
the possibility of more tragic incl
-.s. .~ 

At the same time, Laura's Law 
- nothing to stem violence"nst those with psychiatric dis- . 
abDities or the homeleB$ nor does It 
provide police «,aining in crisis 
intervention that might have saved 
Thomas' life. It also fails to address 
a root ca~e of homelessness - lack 
of affofdable housing for those who. 

. mJ,lSt meet all their living expenses 
on $830 in monthly disability bene-
tits. . 

. ~c~-
;.r.-_f~ 
l~1It . '~~:":' 

trau steer)n,tW 
plj.awa.rfron,rtJw. me~ ~ 
syltem'1ftugethet~ ,. . 

Mole""l. ura1J.y psychiatric medi
cations have a long list. of toxic, 
even life-threatening side effects. 
Research indicates that although 
medicatiOns may red.,uce symptoms
in the shot1"renn, lQIlg-term recov

: ery rates from serious psychiatric 
disability are higher for unmedj· 

, cated patients than for, those main-. 
tabied: oo,~,~ l1leCUations. 

'Ib.. IDII9' people baw rational 
....... diecldiJII using
 
or GO t-.e , 

OWflitbe ~ 01. tbiI piece, 
.....~ ,... vi JIll "oee~ 8; 

person diagnosed with severe men
tal illness, eMed up in the emer
gency room twice because, of debili
tating side effects from psychiatric 
medications. She found medi~ 
ineffective; however, the individual 
psychothenliPY she receives is aIleri
ating her Symptoms and helpiIlI her 

'recover I 
Curr~ntly"the law allows peoRle 

who are a danger to themselves or 
others or gravely disabled to be 
involuntarily treated. Laura's LaW ' 
potentially objects any .pers<)Il _ 
a significant mental h~th hiStOry 
to involuntary treatment, $featly
expanding tie number of peQple 
deprived of their rights wttbotrt If!Y 
clear gain W them or society. ' 

Fortunately,there is no need fOr' 
'such extreD1e measures. Evidence 
shows thattbe expansion,of volun:. 
.tary ~health treatment builds 
trust and fSithe most dfective' 
approach to recovery from mental 
illness. '/ . 

Orange County already offers fan 
service parftlerships (FSPs), a hWhIy 
successful approach to'yoluntary 
mental health treatment that 
includes connnuntty based 'reeovery 
services,' Musing, 24-7em~rge~ey 
response, and family lUld peer SUp
port. FSPsnave redUced hospitlltza
ti(m rates by 50 percent, ~-
tton rates 1W' 88 percent and !tome
lessness by 70 percent. 

The FSP:s are effective because 
they address critical needs of PeOPle 
with serioliB psychiatric, disabilities 
who become homeless. We believe 
expansionLoftheseprograma"&I 
Orange ~ty,combl~~. 
improv.ed'baitrlng fQr l&w enMte
ment staffrin responding to people 
in crisis WOUld be a suci:essfUf 
twin-tracR approach. 
' Laura's lAw is costly 10 imple
ment, bunlens our courts,. andta 
unlikely to make ~ positive 'ttife~-. ' 

,ence in anyone's hfe. In caIifotn1U 
economic I:ltma,te, scar.,~, public
dollars ~ far }Jetter spent expand
ing proven voluntarY .progl'anls and 
crisis intervention training. 
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