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"{DVOCATES for forced psychi-
attic treatmIel a7 Using '?he
, eattT 0T Kelly Thomas, a
homeless man with schizophrema,
" as a rationale for Orange County to.
' implement Laura’s Law.
. This law is a controversial, costly
measure that has not proven effec-
~ tive and would undermine the
.. human rights of those labeled men-
. ta.lhr ill. Mr. Thomas’ death follow-
ing a beating by Fullerton police is
heartbreaking, but Laura’s Law
would not have prevented it.
Laura’s Law expands forced treat-
. ment by allowing people with a
~ history of hospitalization or suicide
stdmnpts to be placed under '
. comet-ordered treatment, even
" ‘though they are not.presently a
danger to themselves or others.
Those who fail to comply can be
detained by police and hospitalized
against their will, thereby increasing
the possibility of more tragic inci-
dents.

At the same time, Laura’s Law
.doss nothing to stem violence
against those with psychiatric dis-
abllities or the homeless nor does it
provide police {raining in crisis

. intervention that might have saved -

.. Thomas’ life. It also fails to address
a root cause of homelessness — lack
of a.ffordable housing for those who

_ must meet all their living expenses
on $830 in monthly disability bene-
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psychiatric medi- -

cations have a long list of toxic,
even life-threatening side effects.
Research indicates that although
- medications may reduce symptoms -

. in the ghort:term, long-ﬁerm recov-

- ery rates from serious psychiatric
disability are higher for unmedi-

: cated patients than for. those main-.

"'* ax dolfars are wasted on-
orced psychlatnc treatment

person diagnosed with severe men'
tal illness, ended up in the emer-
gency room twice because of debili-
tating side effects from psychistric ~
medications, She found medication
ineffective; however, the lndlvldual
psychotherapy she receives is alleyi-
ating her symptoms and helpmg her
recover, /

Currently,the law allows {)eople
who are a danger to themselves or
athers or grively disabled to be
involuntarily treated. Laurd's Law -

potentially subjects any person with
a significant mental health lnstory
to involuntary treatment, 5reatly
expanding the number of people
depnved of their rights without any
clear gain to them or society. ~  °

Fortunately, there is no need for’

‘such extreme measures. Evidence

shows that‘the expansion of volun-
tary menta] health treatment builds
trust and is'the most effective
approach to recovery from mental
illness. '

Orange County already offers full
service partnerships (FSPs), a highly
successful approach to yoluiitary
mental health treatment that

includes community based recovery

$ervices, héusing, 24-7 emergency
response, and family and peer sup-

- port. FSPs have reduced hospitﬂiza-

tion rates by 50 percent,
tion rates by 88 percent and home-
lessness by 70 percent. -

The FSPs are effective because

\ they address critical needs of people

with serious psychiatric disahilities
who become homeless. We believe
expansion’bf these programs in
Orange Coutity, combined with
improved tratning for law enforce-

- ment staff:in tesponding to
in crisis would be a suceesslgfop

twin-track approach.

Laura’s Law is costly to imple-
ment, burdens our courts, and:is
unhkely to make a positive differ-

_ence in anyone’s life. In California’s

economic plimate, scarce public
dollars arg far hetter spent expand-

ing proven voluntary programs and
crisis intervéntion training.
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