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¥1 Dorado County’s Psychiatric Health
Facility, locally known as the PHF, will not,
be closmg anytime soon. However, confu-
sion, concern and controversy have
recently boiled up after a notification from
the Placerville Police  Department,
Bffective June 30, the Police Department
stopped ‘providing services to PHF staff
thet have ranged from supervising move-
went of patienis ftetn common rooms into
ure rooms to helping staff administer
mvoluntary medications to resistant
poticnis.
Department of Public Health Director

[

to stay open

Neda West recently offered a slide prélen-
tation to the El Dorado County Board of
Supervisors. She described 111 calls from
psychiatric facﬂlty staff to the Police
Department in 2010 nequestlng officer
assistanoe with patients. *

Services provided included asmsta.uce
with “care and control” of patients, attend-’
ing to violence, threats or potential fer
violence against patients or staff and
responding to actual crimina] activity,

The El Dorado County Sheriff*s:
Department agreed to step in through ttur
past, Tuesday to offer similar ass1stance,

how the county will address the issue.

A convoluted paper trail includes a June 28
Jetter of concerned opinion from deputy dis-
trict.attorney Joe Alexander to Placerville
Police Chief George Nielsen. The DA’s
Office advised Nielsen of potential legal
issues that could arise.

“To the extent these oﬁicers are respond
behavior, i.e., threats or azts of ‘violence,
they are acting within ‘the’ scope of their
duties as peace officers,™ Alexander wrase.
“Howevét, if these officers are being asked
to perform psychiatric ofderly duties, they
are acting: outside ofithe scopg of their duties
as peace officers couId face potentul
criminal liabilitf™"

That prompted a léttér dated the next day
from Nielsen to West wh:ch mformed her
that:

“Based on the opinion from the DA’S
Office and directions from the city’s legal
counsel, we are taking the action today. to:
stop all responses for requests o assist ‘a(lﬁ

‘the care and/or control of patients at the ¥
This would" include the movenient of

patients, assistance with admm1§t{at10n oti,,

medication and any other similar’ duties. "
Please see, that the Mental Health staff is
advised that this policy is to take effect
immediately,”

‘West explained. After that, it is not clear

> 300 PHF, A4

In a more formal letter to West dated the
same day, Nielsen cited the “history of team-
work and value of the partnership between
PHF and PPD.” And he noted the decision
was taken “after much reflection and delib-
eration within our organization and based on

* adviee from:legal counsel.”

On July 15, public health services deputy
director Christine Kondo-Lister sent an e«

- mail to Superior Court Judge Suzanne
+ Kingsbury describing the situation and out-

lining West’s upcoming presentation to

. supervisors on July 19. The e-mail included
. three options for resolution: Close the PHF

immediately; close it temporarily and within

* 60 days devise a plan for selecting better -
- options; continue to.operate the PHF with -

enhanced training, policy reviews and *alter-
native solution(s) for ‘psychiatric orderly
duties when needed.””

Judge Kingsbury responded to Kondo-

_ Lister, expressing grave concern for future

county liability if the PHF were to close.
Particularly with respect to “defendants who
are severely mentally ill” and those who “are

_ simply too impaired to be in a jail setting

until stabilized on their medications,”

The PHF has been “critical” to the opera- ‘

tion of the criminal courts, Kingsbury added.

“I am concerned that without the PHF, the
_ county may be exposed to litigation related
te incidents involving the above-referenced

prisoners. I also think that many of ‘these(“
cases will be less hkely to settle, resulting .

in lengthier periods of incarceration, addi-

tional expenses related to critiinal deferise
of these individuals, and less positive out-
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accounts for a*sul
cent of the total of Meital HeX

funds, she 5aid. It alsoha :
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m than double in th' foture.

* ‘ﬂated prov1dmg ‘vcly mandat@d
igek; b, which are- harder and harder td méet

Cbunty Chief Admmlstranve Ofﬁcer Te u
lady conﬁrmed WESt S, descrlption aaymg._".

Depu-tment for their help and support But.
ths is a community issue and we want to get

tommunity input (regardmg the optwns out- -
lined by West).” .~ N
-{Supervisors ooligcn‘veiy exgréssed o
siderable chagrin both e i

X warra.nt calling in law enfott:ement

with the timing and method of their becom-
ing aware of it. They noted, in effect, that
everyone concerned had been informed of
the new developments, but they had found
out only a day or two before Tuesday's
meeting.

Briggs scolded West for the e-mail to
Judge Kingsbury, calling it “out of the chaie
of command,” while Sweeney added, *J
would prefer to know you’re going to
apprise us first, before you talk to your part-
ners.” ' '

At that point, Daly stepped in and told the -
boazd it had been her decision, not West’s,
to-contact the presiding judge and other

taj(eholders of the potential disrgption. She
said: she had sent an e-mail to nrembers of -
the board, but they “were on Vacahon” for
the past two weeks. ‘

“I made the call toletoui*'.” know

we weren tdomg anythingi ki shl
explatired: : B
West - g,sked PHF Mmaﬁer §n‘rf

E‘Wcsgarman to address specific questions the 3

d had regarding operations at the: facil-
specially regarding mcldéms that fnighs
‘Supervisor Norma Saitiago questioned
Wasserman about clisiical protocols and
training for dealing with assaultive behavior.

“We have annual training of the nafure

you’re talking about, such as ‘what can we
do verbally’ and not doing hands-on patients.
That’s about 80 percent of our (response),
while about 20 percent is ‘doing hands-on,”
Wasserman explained.

- Santiago pressed, “It’s not workmg or the
staff is not hstemng I agreewith not clos-
ing the PHF. So is it more staff you need or
batter competonce? Bnough is enough; this -
has really got my ire up.” ‘






