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ofdrug andmentalhealth 
courts after the judicialsys­
tem sawmore andmorevet­
eransreturningfrom de­
plQyments inAfghanistan 
andIraqandcommitting 
crimes as aresuIt ofPfSD, 
TBIor sexual trauma. , 

One6fthemostcommon 
includesvarious levelsofdo­
mestic violence,.Camposaid. 

"Theyjust don'tlmow 
howto dealwiththcir loVed 
ones orthepublicwhenthey 
getbackfrom overseas:' he 
said. "Whenyou'rem.Iraq 
andAfghanistan, it's adiffer­
entworld?' . 

'Camporelatedthatbothhis 
sonsareintheAnny,andsaid 
thatwhentheycomeback 
fromAfghanistant.heydon't 
wmttobe "touchy-feely.' 
. "Givethemtheir space:' . 
he said. 

The courtis posSIble as 
the result ofa riewstatelaw 
in2010 that allOws aveteran 
who commits anon-violent, 
non-seriOus crinie as the re­
suIt ofPfSD or TBI to go into 
adiversion prograrprather 
thanjail. 

Campo saidthecourt is a 
"dreamcome true" for him. 

"I thinkofhowthesevet­
erans camebackfromViet­
nam:' he said. "Ourtroops 
todayhavehomecomings, 
ceremonies ...when the guys 
.came backfrom Vietnam 
theywerespit on.They 
weren't treatedtoogood. 
But justfrom the stigma 
from 40 years ago, society 
has learnedmaybe we 
should do things better!' 

camposaid:-Ml.jsex­
pectinganinW - . of 

Len Wood/Staff 

Frank Campo, Commander ofAmerican Legion Post56 andan Army veteran:talks with Air 
Force veteran.Lisa Lews at the post. Campo said the start ofaVeteransTreatment Court in 
Santa Barbara County is,a''dream come true"for hhtT... ." ., 

lessthanZO, "andthat'seveI1' 
furteaching:'he said,because 
alotofveteransdon'twantto 
reachoutforhelp. 

"One ofthe things court 
has done,ifthepersonis ar­
.restedand goes throughthe 
bookingprocess, the public 
.defender asks themlfthey're 
aveteran:' CaJ,llPO said. "If 
they are, that starts the 
'process for drugtreatment!' 

Camposaidthe treatment 
optionwillmake those men 
andwomanmoreproduc- . 
live Citizens. 

"Alot ofthese guys and 
gals, mostlyguys, theyself­
medicate:' Campo said. 
"Theydon'twant to go to 
the VA, theydon'twantto go 
seek health care; so they 
startwithalcohol,get drurik 
onacase ofbeer.Fromthere 

theyget some grass; sOI)1e 
weed. Whatever. Fromthere 
it SllQwblU1S?' 

The diversion progtamis 
important, Lopez said, be-' 
causeitwillhelpveterans 
navigate the Veterans' Ad­
ministrationwho mightnot 
otheiwisebeableto,andin 
doingsofree up countydol­
lars. 

"We'reidentifyingveter­
aDs inthe justice system, as­
sistingthemwith accessing 

,/ 

actoutandflndthemselves in 
thejustice system:' Lopez 
said '.'Wefeelobligatedto 
identifythemandmakesure 
they'regettingtheresources 
theyneed!' . 
. LopezsaidtheVeteransAd­

ministrationwill.haveaveter­
ansjusticeoutreachspecialist 
availableincourttohelpde-' 
fendantswiththeirbenefits. 

Veterans Courtworks 
similarlytoAlcoholics 
AnonymouS, inthat itpairs 

b~nefits through the VA, and . offenderswithvolunteer 
by doingthat, the VAcan 
andwillfundtheirtreat­
ment:'Lopezsaid.. . 

~'TheveteranshavedOOi- . 
catedtheir lives toserving 
this country, andcoming 
backfrombattleor evenfrom 
traumatic experiencesin·the 
militaryingenei'a1, they'l:ru1y 

vetet,anme~tors, Campo
 
said, addingthatthey're
 

. lookingfQrpeoplewho are. 
interestedinhelping. . 

Ifyou're interestedinbe"­
ing amentorwiththe Veter­
ansTreatmentCourt, con­
tact Campo at 588-1006, or 
Lopez at 614-1566. 
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