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»SupenorCourt e
Anofﬁmalmauguralcere-
‘monywillbeheldatnoon
Tuesday atthe Veterans -
MemonalCultmalCenterm g

SantaMana
. Thiecourt willbe held onthe
' second andfourth Wednesday

: . of eachmonthbefore Iudge W
** Rogelio Flores, andwillbeeval- -
. uatedoverthecourseof ayear -

by aUCSBstudent whois’
eammgher doctorate in psy-
chology. a

The student Wﬂl detenmne

November 20, 2011

- will be created, and that after a

year of showing progress, it

e . may be possible to apply for
h grantfundmgtoexpandand
| . enhancethe; program.

“Thecourtis not fimdednow,

+-said Lopez, andwﬂloperate as
- aresult of the various depart-
‘ments pooling their efforts and
-working together. -

The court offers a second
chance to veterans arrested in
North Courity for non-serious,
non-violent crimes, and who

aredetermined to havemental

health issues such as post trau-
matic stress disorder (PTSD),
traumiatic brain injury (TBI),
and/or sexual trauma.

Unlike veterans treatment
courtsin'some other areas, the
optionlocallyis available to any

o _veteran, not;ustthosewhosaw

reducmgchmcal symptoms of

~tramna,seventyofadd1cuon, i
- andrecidivism.

- AmyLopez, who works w1th

- county ADMHS, saidanew -
- veterans treatment calendar

sticeess rabes inareas such as.

" combat.

Frank Campo, commdnder -

' of American Legion Post 56
. andan Army veteran himself,

said the first Veterans Court

‘ wasstartedeuffalo NY.,, in

2008.
- Ttwas developed asahybrid

See COURT / A6
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of drug andmental health.
courts after the judicial sys-
tern saw more and more vet-
eransrehurning fromde-
ploymentsin Afghanistan
and Iraqg and committing
crimes as aresult of PTSD,
TBI or sexual trauma, .
One ¢f the most common -
inchades variouslevelsof do-
mestic violence, Camposaid.
“Theyjustdon’tknow .
how to deal with their loved
ones or the public when they

getback from overseas;’he .

said. “When you'reinIraq
and Afghanistan, it’s a differ-
entworld””
Camporelatedihat bothhis
sons arein the Army, and said
that when theycomeback - -
from Afghanistan theydon’t
want tobe “touchy-feely’’
* “Givethem their space;’
hesaid. , _
The courtis possible as
the result of anew statelaw
in 2010 that allows a veteran
who comimnits anon-violent,

non-serious crinieasthere- -

sult of PTSD or TBItogointo
adiversion programrather
thanjail, -

Campo saidthecourtisa
“dream come true” for him.

“I think of how these vet-
erans came back from Viet -
nam,” he said. “Our troops
today have homecomings,
ceremonies ... when the guys

came back from Vietnam

_ they were spit on. They

| weren't treated too good.

" Butjust from the stigma
from 40 years ago, society
haslearned maybe we
shoulddo thmgs better”

Frank Campo, Commander of American Legion Poét 56 énd,,an Army vetéran,’talks with Air

Staft

Force veteran Lisa Lews at the post. Campo said the start of a Veterans Treatment Court in

Santa Barbara County is a “dream come true™ for hirf1. -

 lessthan20, “andthat’seven
farreaching)’he said, because

alot of veterans don’t want to
reach out forhelp.

“One of the things court
has done, ifthe personis ar-
Tested and goes throughthe
booking process, the public
.defender asks themif they're
aveteran” Camposaid. “If
they are, that starts the

‘process for drug treatment”

Campo said the treatment
option will make those men
and woman more produc-
tivecitizens. -

“A ot of these guys and
gals, mostly guys, they self-
medicate;’ Campo said.
“They don’t want to goto
the VA, they don'twant to go
seek healthcare,sothey
start with alcohol, get drunk
ona case of beer. From there

they get some grass, some

weed. Whatever. From there
itsnowballs”?

The diversion programis -
important, Lopez said, be- -
cause it will help veterans
navigate the Veterans' Ad-
ministration who might not
otherwise be able to, and in
doing sofree uip coumty dol-
lar,

S, o
“We'teidentifying veter-
ans in the justice system, as-
sisting themn with dccessing

benefits through the VA, and '

by doing that, the VA can
and will fund their treat -
ment;”Lopezsaid...
“Theveteranshave dedi-
cated their lives to serving
this country, and coming
back from battle or even from
traumatic experiencesin the
military in general, theymay

" actoutand findthemselvesin

thejustice system,” Lopez
said. “Wefeel obligated to
identify them and make sure
they’re getting theresources
theyneed”

Lopezsaidthe Veterans Ad
ministration willhave a veter-
ansmshoeoutreachspemahst
availablein court tohelpde- -
fendants with theirbenefits,

Veterans Court works
similarly to Alcoholics
Anonymous, in that it pairs
offenders with volunteer
veterantnentors, Campo
said, adding that they’re

’ lookmg for people whoare

mterestedmhelpmg .
If you'reinterested in be=
ing amentor with the Veter-
ans Treatment Court, con-
tact Campo at 588-1006, or

- Lopezat 614-1566.
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