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Financial Oversight Committee Meeting 

Minutes  
April 4, 2013 

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
1300 17th Street, Suite 1000 

Sacramento, CA 95811 
 

Committee Members:    Staff:    Other Attendees: 

Larry Poaster, Chair 
Jane Adcock 
Rusty Selix 
Kimberly Nifong 
Pat Ryan 
Stacie Hiramoto 

Sherri Gauger 
Kevin Hoffman 
Renay Bradley 
Jose Oseguera 
Pete Best 
Keely Connelly 
 

Melanie Delgado 
Delphine Brody 
Don Kingdon  
Raja Mitry  
Michelle Violet  
David Zarnicki  
Steve Leoni   
Jim Gilmer 
Suzanne Tavano 

*Participation by phone 
Rigel Flaherty, Maureen Mina, Dave Schroeder, Paul Stansbury  
 
Welcome/Introductions  
 
Chair Poaster welcomed Suzanne Tavano who is now working with California 
Mental Health Director’s Association (CMHDA).  All meeting participants 
introduced themselves.  The Chair stated that the next meeting will be in May to 
discuss the May Revise. 
 
Review /Approve Minutes from January 17, 2013 meeting 
 
Minutes were not adopted as there was not a quorum. 
 
Update on Mental Health Services Oversight and Accountability 
Commission (MHSOAC) Evaluation Studies 
 
Chair Poaster indicated the purpose of this update was to educate the committee 
members and public on the Commission’s evaluation efforts. 
 
Renay Bradley, MHSOAC Research Scientist, reported that the Evaluation 
Committee has established three different workgroups focused on evaluation 
efforts.  The three workgroups are Full Service Partnerships (FSP), Participatory 
Research, and Initial Priority Indicators.  Each of these workgroups has 
submitted reports which have been approved by the Commission. The 
workgroups will provide a report to the Evaluation Committee for further 
discussion and to formulate next steps.  
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Public Comment 
 
No public comment. 
 
Review Proposed Financial Oversight Committee Annual Report Template 
 
Staff provided an overview of the Draft Annual Report Template which includes: 
 

 Distributions from the State Controllers Office. 

 Distributions from the Local Prudent Reserve. 

 Contributions to the Local Prudent Reserve. 

 Total Unspent Funds Available. 

 MHSA Funds Subject to Reversion. 
 
Committee comments included: 

 Reporting on all MHSA components should be integrated into the Annual 
Report. 

 Client numbers to be tracked, i.e., number of clients being served, number 
of people that the MHSA has impacted, should be included in Annual 
Report. 

 
Next Steps: 

 Staff will meet with Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) to: 

 Identify areas they are tracking. 

 Identify what assistance they can provide to the MHSOAC.  

 Identify what other departments are tracking.  

 Determine what the MHSOAC should track.  
 

Public Comment 
 
Comments/questions regarding: 

 Unexpended funds 

 Tracking clients served with MHSA dollars 

 Standard for tracking in the legislation 

 Reversion 

 MHSOAC staff are reviewing county Annual Updates  

 Prepare list of oversight functions of the Department of Health care 
Services to avoid duplication of efforts from the MHSOAC 

 Is there any indication of how amounts of funds are being used to reduce 
disparities? 
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Update on use of MHSA Administration Funds 
 
Staff provided an overview of a chart which contained the findings on the use of 
state MHSA Administrative Funds by state departments.  Staff suggested that it 
would be a good idea to have one or more of these departments invited to 
present at future committee meetings to discuss their programs and how the 
MHSA funds are being spent. 
 

 A committee member commented that at least half of the departments use 
MHSA funds and asked the following questions: 
 
1.  Should MHSA funds continue to be allocated to these departments?  
2.  Who has those contracts now?  
3.  Is the money directly budgeted from the legislature?   
 

 MHSOAC Executive Director commented that she is under the impression 
that other departments receiving MHSA funds had to submit Budget 
Change Proposals (BCP) to the Department of Mental Health and the 
Department of Finance and that previously they included the Commission 
into these discussions.  She believes that this practice is similar now with 
DHCS. 

 The Chair commented that over the last three to four years the lead 
agency has been Department of Finance and there hasn’t been much 
involvement with DMH other than DMH rendering an opinion of whether 
the expenditures of those funds were consistent with the statute. 

 A committee member commented that the public should be made aware 
of where and how the funds are being spent. 
 

Public Comment 
Comments/questions regarding: 

 

 Unspent funds 

 Making sure that funds are used for voluntary programs and services 
 

General Public Comment 
 
None 
 
Adjournment 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:55 AM.        
       
          
  
        


