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AGENDA ITEM: Introduction of New Leadership from the California Department of

Health Care Services, California Department of Public Health, and
California Mental Health Directors Association

ENCLOSURES: None

OTHER MATERIAL RELATED TO ITEM: None

ISSUE:
A number of individuals have recently taken leadership positions within partner entities.
Commissioners would like the opportunity to meet and welcome the following leaders:

From the California Department of Health Care Services:

Karen Baylor, Deputy Director, Mental Health and Substance Use Disorder
Services

Baylor has been behavioral health administrator for the County of San Luis
Obispo since 2005. She worked in multiple positions at FamiliesFirst Inc. of
Davis from 2002 to 2005, including director of clinical services and program
development. Baylor served in multiple positions at the Mental Health and
Mental Retardation Authority of Harris County, Texas from 1991 to 1996,
including program director.

Brenda Grealish, Mental Health Division Chief

Grealish began her state career with the Office of Statewide Health Planning
and Development. She then worked at the Department of Mental Health for
almost ten years in increasingly responsible positions, including research.
She has four years of research and management experience with the
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation, during which she was a
Deputy Director.

Dave Neilsen, Substance Use Disorder Prevention, Treatment, and Recovery
Services Division Chief

Neilsen served five years with California Department of Alcohol and Drug
Programs after working 23 years within the California Department of Mental
Health in a number of posts, most recently as the Chief of the County
Programs Implementation Branch. Other experiences include the Peace
Corp in Guatemala, Volunteers in Services to America (VISTA) Volunteer
working in a behavioral health organization in rural Arizona, group home care
for Seriously Emotionally Disturbed (SED) youth, juvenile probation, and
drug and alcohol services at the community level.
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From the California Department of Public Health:

e Wm. Jahmal Miller, Deputy Director, Office of Health Equity

Miller previously served as communications manager at Kaiser Permanente.
He held multiple positions at Sutter Health in Sacramento from 2002 to 2010,
including hospital administration resident and regional manager of strategic
marketing and communications. Miller was an analytic consultant at the
Medstat Group from 2001 to 2002 and a consulting data analyst for state and
government programs at Kaiser Permanente California Division from 1998 to
2001.

From the California Mental Health Directors Association:

¢ Robert Oakes, Executive Director

Oakes was the Vice President and General Counsel for the Association of
Independent California Colleges. Oakes worked as the Regional Director for
Governor Gray Davis’ San Francisco Bay Area Office. He has served as a
Settlement Judge Pro-Tem in Santa Barbara Superior Court, Legislative
Liaison for San Francisco Mayor Frank Jordan, and District Representative
for U.S. Congressman Robert T. Matsui.



