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Innovation: New in This Version, MHSOAC Staff Ideas 

The following are MHSOAC staff-initiated changes to the September draft of Innovation Regulations that 

were not part of the 8/12 Workgroup discussion.  

New MHSOAC Staff Idea Since Workgroup Rationale 

Section 1(f)(2)(A): The county shall have a 
preliminary plan, from the outset, about how it 
intends to continue a successful Innovative Project 
after Innovation funding 

An essential part of planning for Innovation is to 
select a Project to design, pilot, and evaluate that 
the county believes that it can sustain, if 
successful. Although it’s not necessary to have an 
iron-clad plan, and draft regulations don’t require 
counties to include their intentions in a Plan, the 
requirement to have a preliminary plan reflects 
the need to think about sustainability from the 
beginning.  

Section 1(g)(6): The evaluation must be culturally 
appropriate 

Consistent with MHSA General Standard for 
cultural competency 

Section 1(i)(c)(d) – should be Section 1(i)(3)(4): If a 
county determines a need to change an Innovative 
Project that was approved by the Mental Health 
Services Oversight and Accountability Commission 
in one of the following ways, the county must 
submit the change request to the Commission and 
receive approval from the Commission before the 
change may be made: (c) Change the basic practice 
that the county is piloting and evaluating. Minor 
changes in how the approach is being 
implemented are expected and do not require 
prior approval from the Commission; (d) Change in 
the timeframe to complete the Innovative Project 
from the date county starts implementation 

See also Section 3(b)(5) 

While changes and course corrections based on 
ongoing learning are expected for Innovative 
Projects, MHSOAC needs to approve essential 
changes to the approach being piloted or to the 
expected timeframe from implementation in order 
to ensure consistency with MHSA requirements 
and regulations. Approval expected to be at staff 
level very quickly (within a few days, at most) and 
to require only a simple description of the 
proposed change and rationale.   

Section 3(b)(1): Plan to include: A description of 
how the county  ensured that staff and 
stakeholders involved in the Community Program 
Planning process required by Title 9 CCR section 
3300, were informed about and understood the 
purpose and requirements of the MHSA 
Innovation component 

 

Since planning for Innovation involves answering 
different questions and a focus on designing and 
evaluating a new or changed mental health 
approach, it is essential that stakeholders and staff 
understand the unique purpose and requirements 
of the Innovation component. This requirement 
might need to be part of General Regulations and 
be referred to DHCS; we included it here for 
clarity.  

 


