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Overview:  
Total annual amount received (current year): $1.049 million.   

 $357,786: Adult Mental Health Program which includes: 3 positions- Senior Court 
Services Analyst (lead staff- adult projects), Senior Research Analyst (lead 
researcher- adult projects), Staff Analyst 

 $624,994: Juvenile Mental Health Program includes: 4 positions- Senior Court 
Services Analyst (lead staff- juvenile projects), Senior Research Analyst (lead 
researcher- juvenile projects), Education Specialist, Court Services Analyst 

 $66,220: Statewide General Administrative Costs Assessments (ProRata)-  
determined by the Department of Finance. 

 Program funds are used for materials, meetings, travel, and faculty for the 
following projects: to support a task force of judges and court executives that, 
along with justice system and treatment partners, provides policy and case 
processing recommendations to the California Judicial Council, the policymaking 
body for the California courts; to provide educational programs for judges, court 
staff, justice system and treatment partners, and court users and their families 
regarding mental health issues and the court system; to prepare and distribute 
educational materials; and to engage in research projects that assist local courts 
in identifying effective practices to improve outcomes, reduce costs, and reduce 
recidivism. 

 
Activity Report: 
Technical Assistance Services: 

 Provide assistance to courts seeking funding for mental health projects through 
federal or other public funding sources as well as through private grants; assist in 
placement of legal and social service graduate student interns; and assist in 
identifying and implementing cost effective case processing to improve 
outcomes.  

1. Project provides assistance to 34 adult and 10 juvenile mental health 
courts in CA as well as other trial courts without specialized mental health 
courts, including cases in general calendars in family and juvenile, 
probate, and criminal law, veterans courts, elder courts, drug and co-

http://www.courts.ca.gov/16631.htm


occurring disorder courts, reentry courts, youth courts, juvenile drug 
courts, and homeless courts.   

2. Many of these case types have been identified as having caseloads in 
which an estimated 40-60% of the cases involve mental health issues.  
The caseload for adult and juvenile mental health courts is approximately 
4400 cases per year statewide. 

 Staff and maintain a listserve for California mental health court judges; and 
respond to inquiries from the public (approximately 2-4 per week) seeking 
information about courts involved with the program, especially mental health 
court, homeless court, and veteran court services. 

 
Task Force Support: 

 Staff Mental Health Issues Implementation Task Force and its subcommittees: 
Education, Court Responses/Best Practices, and Legislative subcommittees. 

 Task Force is charged by the Judicial Council with implementing 
recommendations from the Task Force for Criminal Justice Collaboration on 
Mental Health Issues (TFCJCMHI), with particular focus on recommendations 
within Judicial Council purview. 

1. 137 recommendations were submitted by the TFCJCMHI, of which 60 
were identified as within Judicial Council purview.  Task Force members 
and staff have also conferred with justice system partners to address the 
recommendations outside Judicial Council purview. 

 Task Force work products include: 
1. Rules of Court adopted by the Judicial Council (2 adopted in 2013; 

effective January 1, 2014.) 
2. Legislative proposals for Judicial Council sponsorship in 2014; moving on 

for Judicial Council sponsorship approval in December 2013. 
3. Identified and disseminated best practices and job aids for judges, judicial 

faculty and court staff including power point presentations, bench cards, 
teaching scripts, bench scripts, and on-line learning site. 
 

Research: 

 Mental Health Court Evaluation Project. 

 Roster of Mental Health Courts. 

 Collaborative Justice Courts Survey, in partnership with National Center for State 

Courts and National Drug Court Institute. 

 Judges Guide to Mental Health Jargon and Judges Guide to Juvenile Mental 
Health Jargon (approximately 500 distributed) at the following programs:  

o Rural Courts/Cow County Institute 
o Probate and Mental Health Institute 
o Judicial College 
o 2013 Beyond the Bench Juvenile and Family Law Conference 

 Judges’ Bench Card: Judges Guide to Mental Health Issues in the Courtroom,  to 
be distributed at 2013 Beyond the Bench (Dec, 2013). 



 Briefing papers (11) on mental health and court related topics, including adult 

and juvenile collaborative court models, mental health assessment and treatment 

in juvenile justice, human trafficking, mental health assessment and treatment for 

children in foster care, and addressing mental health needs of mentally ill 

offenders. 

 Elder Abuse Pocket Reference: A Medical/Legal Resource for CA Judicial 
Officers: Co-authored and distributed 450 copies to advisory committees, judicial 
officers at criminal law, probate/mental health courses. 

 Trafficking Tool Kit for Judges  
 

Education: 

 Provide on-going mental health and related education for adult criminal, family, 
juvenile, and probate judges; court staff; and mental health/treatment and justice 
system partners.  

 

 Mental Health Curricula and Courses have been implemented in Judicial and 
multi-disciplinary education programs for the court system in the following 
programs (approximately 1400 participants):  

 
o Judicial College and judicial education programs, including the Rural 

Courts Institute, Family Law Institute, and Criminal Law Institutes   
 

o Multidisciplinary programs for judges, justice System/treatment Partners, 
court staff, and court users, including the Youth Court Summit, 
cosponsored with the California Association of Youth Courts, Beyond the 
Bench Family and Juvenile Law Conference, the Trauma Informed Care 
Symposium, cosponsored with the California Association of Drug Court 
Professionals, and Veterans Treatment Courts/PC 1170.9 Webinars, 
cosponsored with the State Bar. 

 


