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AGENDA ITEM: Report from MHSOAC Services Committee: Adopt Guidelines for 

PEI Statewide Project Funds 
 
ENCLOSURES: • Principles for PEI Statewide Project Funds Guidelines approved 

by MHSOAC on September 24, 2009 
• Draft PEI Statewide Project Funding Flowchart 
• Draft Guidelines for PEI Statewide Project Funds 

(version 1/7/10) 
• Copies of Public Comments Received as of 1/19/10 

 
OTHER MATERIAL RELATED TO ITEM: A PowerPoint handout will be provided at 
the meeting. 
  
Issue:   
The Draft Guidelines for PEI Statewide Project Funds are attached and hereby provided 
for a “second read” and possible adoption by the Commission. 
Background: 
• Areas of policy direction for both county PEI plans and for PEI statewide strategies 

were identified in a document known as Mental Health Services Act Prevention and 
Early Intervention: County and State Level Policy Direction, adopted by the 
MHSOAC on January 26, 2007.   

• As designed, the MHSA funds made available for PEI statewide projects were 
intended to build system infrastructure and expand community capacity.  The funds 
were not intended to provide specific PEI services that could not be sustained after 
four years but rather to develop a sustainable infrastructure and foundation for 
counties to build upon for long lasting results.  The expectation was that the 4-year 
funding investment in infrastructure and capacity building would result in statewide 
systems sustainable without additional funding. 

• In May 2008 the MHSOAC approved DMH to design and implement three statewide 
PEI projects.  As intended counties would be asked to assign funds back to DMH for 
the administration of the statewide projects. 

• In September 2008, DMH Information Notice 08-25 allocated $160 million to 
counties for the following three statewide PEI projects:  (1) Student Mental Health 
($15 million per year for 4 years); (2) Stigma and Discrimination Reduction ($15 
million per year for 4 years); (3) Suicide Prevention ($10 million per year for 4 years).  
The PEI Statewide Project Funds identified are available for four years – beginning 
with FY 08-09 through FY 11-12. 

• In August 2009 the Commission determined that additional options were necessary 
to support the implementation of PEI statewide goals and projects.  As a result the 
MHSOAC approved the development of guidelines specifically to identify additional 
options for accessing PEI Statewide Project Funds for statewide and/or multi-county 
projects. 
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Background (continued): 
• At the August 17, 2009 meeting, the MHSOAC approved a timeline for the 

development and adoption of Guidelines for PEI Statewide Project Funds.  
Consistent with that timeline the MHSOAC Services Committee presented to the 
Commission at the October 22, 2009 meeting a draft of the Guidelines for the 
Commission’s “first read”. 

• The “second read” and possible adoption of the Guidelines was scheduled for the 
November 2009 MHSOAC meeting.  The November 2009 meeting was cancelled 
and the “second read” and possible adoption of the Guidelines was moved to the 
January 28, 2010 MHSOAC meeting. The Draft Guidelines for PEI Statewide Project 
Funds have been available for public comment since January 11, 2010.  A summary 
of public comment received by January 19, 2010 will be presented to the 
Commission on January 28, 2010.     

• For additional “background” information regarding PEI Statewide Project Funds 
please refer to Pages 1-3 of the Draft Guidelines for PEI Statewide Project Funds 
attached. 

Next Steps: 
• Finalize Guidelines based on direction provided by MHSOAC at January 28, 

2010 meeting. 
• Release Guidelines – February 2010 

 
Proposed Motion: 
The Commission adopts the Draft Guidelines for PEI Statewide Project Funds as 
written and with any necessary non-substantive editorial changes. 
 
 


