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Issue:

MHSOAC is charged with oversight of the public community
mental health system including review and approval of the PEI 
component of MHSA Three-Year Program and Expenditure Plans 
and development of Guidelines for the PEI component.

In response both to its oversight and accountability role and its 
specific responsibility for PEI, the MHSOAC is providing 
comments on the proposed PEI regulations, which DMH released 
on October 7, 2010, and the Capital Facilities Outlay which DMH 
released on October 15, 2010.
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Objective:

Provide MHSOAC public comment to DMH on proposed          
PEI and Capital Facilities regulations by November 23 and       
December 6, 2010 respectively. 

The Commission charged the MHSOAC Services Committee and 
MHSOAC staff with: 

Review and comment on proposed PEI regulations
Recommend to the Commission issues relevant to 
proposed comments on draft PEI Regulations
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Background PEI Regulations:

October 7, 2010 - DMH posted proposed regulations for PEI

October 25, 2010 - MHSOAC Services Committee met to review 
and comment on proposed regulations

November 1, 2010 - MHSOAC Services Committee met to review 
and comment on proposed regulations

November 18, 2010 - MHSOAC Meeting and possible vote 

November 23, 2010 - Close of DMH public comment period 



5

Two types of recommended comments:

1. Clarification: minor modifications that clarify intent and/or 
streamline work plan or reporting requirements for counties

2. Policy: more substantial changes to make regulations 
consistent with prior MHSOAC policy recommendations and/or 
best practices in mental health prevention/early intervention
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Examples of suggested clarification language:

Add requirement that counties submit all PEI reports to MHSOAC,      
in addition to DMH

Example: Section 3570. PEI Program and Accountability 
Evaluation Report

Add definitions for PEI program and activities
Article 2. DEFINITIONS
Rationale: PEI programs and activities require clear 
definitions to support consistent planning, service delivery, 
evaluation and reporting. 



Summary of PEI Policy Recommendations:

Several Policy Recommendations on Reporting

Several Policy Recommendations relating to the Community 
Program Planning (CPP) Process

One (1) Policy Recommendation relating to Early    
Intervention (EI) 

One (1) Policy Recommendation relating to General PEI 
Program requirements
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Policy Recommendations on Reporting:

Sections 3515 and 3570
Strengthen consistency of regulations with outcomes- 
focused evaluation
Remove requirement for annual reporting of local outcome 
evaluation of a PEI program
Allow counties up to five years from time of plan approval to 
submit results from local outcome evaluation of the one PEI 
program
Report on at least 2 mental health outcomes for all PEI 
programs every three years 

• No exemption for counties with fewer than 100,000 
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Policy Recommendations on Reporting:

Section 3570
Provide option to support timely reporting of 
any available outcome data and related 
analysis
Encourages counties to report any available 
outcome data through Annual Update
When counties request changes to PEI 
programs, encourages explanation of the 
relevance of any available outcome data
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Policy Recommendations Relating to CPP Process:

Section 3900.1
Relieve counties from conducting additional annual 
PEI CPP unless the county is creating a new PEI 
program
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Policy Recommendations relating to CPP Process:

Section 3900.1(a)(2)(E)
Make PEI CPP requirements consistent with 
other components
Require counties to document mandated 
participation in CPP and eliminate the option to 
explain why the county could not provide 
evidence of successful community engagement 
in planning
Strengthen the language to indicate the CPP is 
driven by data and community input
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Policy Recommendations relating to CPP Process:

Section 3900.1(a)(4),(5),(6) and (7)
Consistent with the outcomes-based model for PEI

Restore language, currently in PEI Guidelines, to require 
documentation of data and community input that resulted 
in selection of key community needs and priority 
populations for selected PEI programs
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Policy Recommendations to Early Intervention:

Section 3920(c)
Current definition of early intervention in draft 
Regulations is too limiting and precludes brief treatment 
for individuals with a mental health disorder early in its 
manifestation or discovery

Change Regulations to allow Early Intervention programs 
to target individuals exhibiting signs of a potential or actual 
mental health problem
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General Policy Recommendation:

Section 3920
MHSA requires the use of funds for services that are 
consistent with recommended best practices
Restore language from PEI Guidelines that requires 
counties to offer PEI practices with evidence of 
effectiveness; includes evidence from research and from 
practice



Proposed Motion:

The Commission adopts the draft transmittal letter and the chart 
providing public comment to the DMH from the MHSOAC on the 
proposed regulations for Prevention and Early Intervention.
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Background Capital Facilities Outlay Regulations:

October 15, 2010, DMH released the Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking for MHSA Capital Facilities Outlay

Due to limited time the proposed regulations did not go to the 
Services Committee

45 day public comment ends December 6, 2010
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Draft Comments and Recommendations for Proposed Capital 
Facilities Outlay:

MHSOAC seeks addition of “prevailing wages requirements, if 
applicable” to list of Federal and State Laws. 

MHSOAC seeks clarification language in the “Initial Statement 
of Reasons” allowing an exemption from rent for vocational 
services when the vocational services are part of the mental 
health services being provided
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Proposed Motion:

The Commission adopts the draft letter providing public comment to 
the DMH from the MHSOAC on the proposed regulations for Capital 
Facilities Outlay.
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