
 
   

 
     

 
 

   

 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 X INFORMATION TAB SECTION: 8 

ACTION REQUIRED DATE OF MEETING: 7/28/11 

PREPARED BY: Lieberman DATE MATERIAL PREPARED: 7/11/11 

AGENDA ITEM: Panel Update On California Housing Finance Authority (CalHFA) 

• Presentation – “Progress on MHSA Housing Program” 

ENCLOSURES: None 
OTHER MATERIAL RELATED TO ITEM: A handout of the PowerPoint will be available 
at the meeting. 

Background: 
The California Department of Mental Health (DMH), the California Housing Finance 
Agency (CalHFA) and the County Mental Health Directors Association have 
implemented the Mental Health Services Act (MHSA) Housing Program.  Executive 
Order S-07-06, signed by former Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger on May 12, 2006, 
mandated the establishment of the MHSA Housing Program, with the stated goal of 
creating 10,000 additional units of permanent supportive housing for individuals with 
mental illness and their families, especially including homeless individuals with mental 
illness and their families.  $400 million in MHSA funds were made available to finance 
the capital costs associated with development, acquisition, construction and/or 
rehabilitation of permanent supportive housing for this population. 
The MHSA Housing Program is jointly administered by DMH and CalHFA.  During the 
application review and evaluation process, CalHFA underwrites requests for capital 
funds and capitalized operating subsidies, while DMH evaluates each applicant’s 
proposed target population and Supportive Services Plan. Once funds are awarded, 
CalHFA oversees all housing and financial aspects of the development and DMH 
oversees provision of services, including continuing assessment as to whether the 
services match tenant needs and support the individual’s recovery. 
Presentation: 
Today, for Commission information, Jane Laciste, Chief of MHSA Plan Reviews and 
Community Program Support, DMH, and Claudia Cappio, Executive Director of the 
California Housing Finance Agency, will be making a presentation with a PowerPoint on 
“Progress on the MHSA Housing Initiative”.  Ms. Laciste and Ms. Cappio will provide a 
thorough update and current status of the MHSA Housing Initiative with: 

•	 A statement of the impact of the current housing market 
•	 Barriers to the success of the program 
•	 Leveraging 
•	 Successes 
•	 A financial update with a statement of authorized funds, available funds, spent 

funds, and projects in the pipeline, including what has been approved and what 
has been built 


