
 

 

AGENDA ITEM 5A 
 Information 

 
December 18, 2014 Commission Meeting 

 
Presentation on the Assisted Outpatient Treatment program in Nevada County  

 
Summary: The Commission will be presented with 
information regarding the implementation, logistics, 
issues and results/outcomes of the Assisted 
Outpatient Treatment program being operated in 
Nevada County under Laura’s Law.  Laura’s Law 
permits counties to provide the option of court-
ordered outpatient treatment described as Assisted 
Outpatient Treatment (AOT) for individuals with 
serious mental illness when a court finds that the 
individual’s recent history of hospitalization or violent 
behavior, and noncompliance with a voluntary 
treatment plan indicates that the individual is or is 
likely to become dangerous or gravely disabled 
without AOT. 
 
Laura’s Law is a controversial program and the 
Mental Health Services Oversight and Accountability 
Commission has not taken a position on the issue.     
 
Background: AOT was enacted in 2002 by Assembly 
Bill 1421 and became effective on January 1, 2003.  
Known as Laura’s Law named after a 19 year old 
woman, Laura Wilcox, who was working at a Nevada 
County Mental Health Clinic and was one of three 
people shot to death by a man with untreated mental 
illness.   Laura’s Law was modeled after a New York 
Statute referred to as Kendra’s Law. Forty four states 
have enacted similar laws. Nevada County’s 
implementation of Laura’s Law has provided an 
additional option for providing treatment to individuals 
who are seriously mentally ill and have otherwise 
refused treatment. Under Laura’s Law in Nevada 
County treatment is provided using existing 
infrastructure.   



 

The Nevada County Behavioral Health Department 
began providing services under Laura’s Law in April 
2008. 

The Laura’s Law AOT program is voluntary for 
counties and the local Boards of Supervisors must 
authorize implementation.  Counties can use Mental 
Health Services Act funding for AOT if it is included as 
part of the counties’ Community Services and 
Supports Programs in the Three-Year Plan. 

Enclosure: None 

Handouts: PowerPoint handout will be made 
available at the meeting. 

Recommended Action: None 

Presenters: Michael J. Heggarty, MFT, Nevada 
County Health and Human Services Director (Interim) 

Thomas Anderson, Superior Court Judge, Nevada 
County 

Carol Stanchfield, Director of Turning Point 
Providence Center 

Motions: None 


