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Evaluation Committee Meeting Minutes  

August 5, 2014 
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

1325 J Street, Suite 1700 
MHSAOC Board Room 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 
Committee Members:    Staff:    Other Attendees: 

David Pating, Chair* 
Victor Carrion, Vice Chair* 
Viviana Criado 
Linda Dickerson 
Debbie Innes-Gomberg 
Davis Ja 
Steve Leoni 
Joshua Morgan* 
Dave Pilon* 
Saumitra SenGupta 
Lynn Thull 
Rusty Selix 

Renay Bradley 
Celeste Doerr 
Keith Erselius 
Brian Geary 
Kevin Hoffman 
Deborah Lee 
Sandy Lyon 
Carrie Masten 
Sheridan Merritt 
Ashley Mills 
Filomena Yeroshek 
 

Paul Sweeny 
Angela Brand 
Ryan Quist 
Amelia Lawless 
Stacie Hiramoto 
Nicki King 
Raja Mitry* 
Akash Desai* 
Stakeholders from: 
Butte County* 
Kern County* 
Nevada County* 
San Bernadino* 
San Diego County* 
Stanislaus County* 
Tricities * 

*Participation by phone 
 
Committee members absent: Margaret Walkover, Stephanie Oprendek, Karen Stockton, 
Sergio Aguilar-Gaxiola, Stephanie Welch 
 
Welcome/Introductions  
 
The meeting was called to order and everyone in the room and over the phone 
introduced him or herself.  Several representatives from stakeholder groups and 
counties around the state attended the Evaluation Committee meeting.  
 
1. Review and Approve Minutes from July 11, 2014 Evaluation Committee Meeting  
 
The Evaluation Committee (Committee) took a moment to review the minutes; Davis Ja 
moved for the minutes to be approved. Minutes approved unanimously (no abstentions).   
 
2. Information Only: Staff Announcements 
 
Staff announced the potential addition of a December Meeting from 1-4PM on December 
2, 2014 to accommodate remaining Committee Charter Activities.  Committee Members 
were asked to tentatively hold that date. 
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Staff announced that the members of the Priority Indicators Workgroup will reconvene in 
late August or early September.  There is a need to establish a new workgroup for PEI 
Clusters; likely not to happen until early 2015. 
 
Staff informed Committee Members of the upcoming prioritization exercise for MHSOAC 
evaluation priorities for Fiscal Year 2015/16.  Committee members were asked to submit 
ideas for potential future evaluation activities and should expect to complete the 
prioritization exercise in September with results announced in October. 
 
3. Vote: Discuss and Approve the Revised MHSOAC Evaluation Master Plan 
Prioritization Process Criteria Recommendations to be Presented to the 
Commission on August 28, 2014 
 
Renay Bradley gave a brief background on how the original prioritization process was 
developed in the MP, how it was used last year to determine the FY 2014/15 priority 
evaluation activities, and how new activities get added to the original list of potential 
activities from the MP.   
 
Renay presented the updated draft of the MP prioritization process criteria based on 
feedback from Committee members from the June 3, 2014 and July 11, 2014 meetings, 
highlighting the changes made since the July 11, 2014 meeting. The Committee then 
discussed the updated draft and provided additional feedback that staff will use to 
develop the final draft of the document to be presented to the Commission on August 28, 
2014 for approval. 
 
 

 Recommend client/family member perceptions of care/services/outcomes be 
added to criterion 2 

 Include provider-level quality improvement to criterion 3 

 Replace criterion 5 with a criterion to promote access to services for un-/under-
/inappropriately-served individuals 

 Add another criterion to rate an activity based on how well it promotes wellness, 
recovery and resilience 

 
Public Comments made by: 
Ryan Quist 
Representative from Kern County 
Raja Mitry 
 
Motion unanimously passed with recommended changes; no abstentions 
 
 
4. Discussion: Review and Provide Recommendations for Dissemination and 
Policy Implications for the Recent UCLA Deliverables for the Evaluation of Three 
Clusters of Early Intervention Programs 
 
Due to time constraints, this item was tabled for a future Evaluation Committee Meeting. 
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5. Vote: Discuss and Approve the Latest Revisions to the Draft MHSOAC Policy 
Paper “Accountability through Evaluation Efforts: Encouraging Positive 
Outcomes Across the State”  
 
This was the second time the Committee was reviewing and providing feedback on the 
policy and procedures paper.  Renay went through the revised paper with the Committee 
highlighting what changed based on recommendations previously made by the 
Committee during the first review on July 11, 2014.  The Committee offered additional 
changes to the paper to strengthen it before it is presented to the Commission for 
adoption at the August 28, 2014 Meeting.  Some of the key changes recommended 
were: 
 

 Define what positive outcomes mean (i.e., the goals of the Mental Health 
Services Act (MHSA)) 

 Include the Logic Model and the MHSOAC Training and Technical Assistance 
Paper in the appendices 

 Wherever “evaluation” is mentioned, change to “evaluation efforts” for 
clarification 

 Further clarify what is meant by the title “Evaluation’s Contribution to Oversight 
and Accountability” 

 Page 5/Task 1: Add data requirements should be reconsidered or prioritized; only 
useful and necessary points kept with those non-useful elements eliminated 

 Page 6/Task 1: Add “research” in addition to evaluation when describing the use 
of data with a clarifying sentence explaining what research encompasses (e.g., 
developmental, exploratory, quasi-experimental, etc)   

 Page 8/Task 4: Where the impact of the MHSA is mentioned, include the MHSA 
values and principles 

 Page 8/Task 4: When communicating the impact of the MHSA, add the goal of 
reaching all stakeholders 

 Page 8/Task 5: Include providers and communities in the training and technical 
assistance resourcing 

 
Public Comment by: 
Deborah Lee 
Raja Mitry 
Stacie Hiramoto 
 
Motion unanimously passed with recommended changes; no abstentions 
 
General Public Comment 

 
Representative from Kern County 
 
Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned at 3:56 PM        
   




