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“LAURA’S LAW” ~ WELFARE & INSTITUTIONS CODES 5345-5349.5 .

. 1. Background

o 1n2002 AB 1421 aka Loura’s Law gave Caunty Boards of Supemisors the option to implement Assisted
Outpatiant Treatment (AOT) programs as described in W & I Codes 5345-5349.5 In their countles.

- Sectlon 5343 provided that no voluntary mental heaith program could be reduced in order to estabilsh

“and pay for such programs

2 Ehglbitlty Crlterla

¢ Person must be 18 years or older -
4, Must be sufferlng froma "Serkius Mental liiness” ~ defined In WIC 5600, 3

d
B

i Isunable to “survive safely” in the community without superviszon
* Has a history of “lack of compliance with treatment,” as ‘evidenced by at least ane;
~ I Been hospitalized/incarcerated 2 or more times In fast 36 months due to.mental lliness
il. Demonstrated violent behavior towards self or others In the last 48 months
*  The person must have been offered and refused treatment on a voluntary hasls
_Their condition must be "deterforating” :
Assisted Outpatient Treatment (AOT) 15 considered the least restrictive treatment
AOT is néeded to prevent relapse or further deterioration
¢ The person will likely benefit from AOT
3. Patition Procass '
= Arequesttofilea peuticn to the Court Is made to the CountyMenm Heaith D(rector; by any;
L. Adult, with whom the person resides ; o
il. Parent, spouse, slbling or child of parson~ 18 or c}Ide:
fil. Director/designee of the mental health treatment facllity or residential faci!ity where person
- js/was receiving treatment
lv. Licensed mental health treatment provider for the person
v, Law enfcrcement maluding parole and probation
!nvestigatlcn Process :
- Licensed demgn ee of Mental Health Director perf&rms clinical Envest;gatlon, and if raquest Is confirmed,
a petition to the Court includas; - ;
1. Summary of the eligibility criterfa met
i, Facts supporting the clinical opinion
fii. -The person must be currently residing in Ceunty
lv. Clinician must have examined person in last 10 days
‘ ¢+ * Ifperson refuses exam, Court may order up to 72 hour hosp:tahzaticn Person must
meet 5150/5250 criterla for continued stay
v. Services recommended must be openly avallable In the community, and offered vo[untzr ly
5. Court Enforcement ‘
o [f petition upheld by “Clear & Ccnvincing Evidence” standard, Court orders person to AOT
* Initial perlod of 6 months, with 6 month renewal Incremants
® ﬁlrectar of treatment facility must file affidavit every 60 days, attestsng to contmaed need
e |f person refuses treatment, cannot farce .
“i. Courtorders person to meet with treatment team to “gain the person's coeperatmn
i, Failing that, 72 hr hospitalization “hald” to “gain the person's cooperation”
fii. Failing that, person would have to meet 5150/5250 criterfa for continued stay in haspitai
jv. Refusal to participate does not fall within “contempt of Court” -
v. Riese hearing required for Involuntary medication
. Assisted Outpatient Treatment
o Like a full service parmershlp, 1: Iﬂslaff client ratio, community-based, mcblle, muitidisci plinam
rehabilitation & recovery focused, provides housing ,
»  Services must also be avallable on a voluntary basis In community, avan?abie to alf {not Just those under
Laura's Law and Laura’s Law services cannot be at expense of other services)
« There Is no proviston for involuntary medication other than avallable under current law .
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