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CONVENE 

Chair Victor Carrion called the meeting of the Mental Health Services Oversight and Accountability 
Commission (MHSOAC or Commission) to order at 9:02 a.m. and welcomed everyone. Moshe Swearingen, 
Office Technician, called the roll and announced that a quorum was present. 

ACTION 

1A: Approve Meeting Minutes from the July 23, 2015, Commission Teleconference 

Action:  Commissioner Poaster made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Van Horn, that: 

The Commission approves the July 23, 2015, Teleconference Minutes. 

Motion carried 7 yes, 0 no, and 0 abstain, per roll call vote as follows: 

Name Yes No Abstain 

1. Chair Carrion    

2. Vice-Chair Buck    

3. Commissioner Aslami-Tamplen    

4. Commissioner Beall    

5. Commissioner Boyd    

6. Commissioner Brown    

7. Commissioner Gordon    

8. Commissioner Keith    

9. Commissioner Miller-Cole    

10. Commissioner Nelson    

11. Commissioner Poaster    

12. Commissioner Thurmond    

13. Commissioner Van Horn    

14. Commissioner Wooton    

 

INFORMATIONAL 

1B: July 23, 2015, Motions Summary 

1C: Evaluation Dashboard 

1D: Plan Review Dashboard 

1E: Calendar 

WELCOME 

Presenters: 

Madelyn Schlaepfer, Ph.D., Director, Stanislaus County, Behavioral Health and Recovery Services 
Terry Withrow, Stanislaus County Board of Supervisors 

Madelyn Schlaepfer, Ph.D., Director, Stanislaus County Behavioral Health and Recovery Services, 
welcomed the Commission to Stanislaus County. She stated that Supervisor Withrow will arrive later 
in the day. 

Commissioner Larry Poaster welcomed the Commissioners to his home county and stated that he 
looked forward to the site visits later today. 
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Peer Recovery Art Project 

Commissioner Tina Wooton introduced John Black, CEO, Peer Recovery Art Project, and gave an 
invitation to view an art exhibit put on by the Peer Recovery Art Project on display at the Modesto 
DoubleTree and at their store in downtown Modesto. She invited everyone to a community building 
event today from 3:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. at 1220 J Street in Modesto. 

ACTION 

2A: Stanislaus County Innovation Plan 

Presenters: 
Deborah Lee, Ph.D., Consulting Psychologist 
José Oseguera, Chief of Plan Review and Committee Operations 

Vice Chair John Buck and Commissioner Poaster recused themselves from the discussion and 
decision-making with regard to this agenda item, pursuant to Commission policy, and they left the 
room. 

José Oseguera, Chief of Plan Review and Committee Operations, introduced Deborah Buckles, 
Dan Rosas, and Kirsten Jesec-Rysdahl of Stanislaus Behavioral Health and Recovery Services. 
Mr. Oseguera provided an overview, by way of a PowerPoint presentation, of the proposed three-
year, $2,377,554 Stanislaus County Innovative (INN) Project, titled “FSP Co-Occurring Disorders 
Project.” 

Deborah Lee, Ph.D., Consulting Psychologist, reviewed the Mental Health Services Act (MHSA) 
requirements for county INN plans. She stated that the Stanislaus County INN Project focuses on an 
integrated service delivery as the primary lens to improve client outcomes. She reviewed the notable 
aspects of the program and what it can teach about INN in the state of California.  

Commissioner Questions and Discussion:  

Commissioner Van Horn stated that the project has the potential to produce important data, if the 
evaluation process will compare the INN approach to current full-service partnerships (FSPs) 
statewide. Dr. Lee stated that Stanislaus County’s evaluation design compares the results to FSPs 
already focusing on co-occurring disorders to see whether and how the more focused approach that 
they plan to use makes a difference. 

Chair Carrion agreed that this project has the potential to be very impactful if evaluated correctly. He 
suggested not only making comparisons to FSPs, but also doing an analysis on the individual level. 

Commissioner Nelson asked how families will be involved to ensure a stable situation at home and, 
if clients are estranged from their families, how the program will bring the family members in for 
support. Mr. Rosas stated that clients and family members will be involved in peer support groups 
from the beginning. Ms. Buckles stated that there is a strong partnership with the National Alliance 
on Mental Illness (NAMI). There are two or three family advocates that will be involved in the project. 

Action:  Commissioner Wooton made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Van Horn, that: 

The MHSOAC approves Stanislaus County’s Innovative Project: 
Name: FSP Co-Occurring Disorders Project 
Amount: $2,377,554 
Program Length: Three Years 
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Motion carried 5 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain, and 2 (Buck and Poaster) recuse, per roll call vote as follows: 

Name Yes No Abstain 

1. Chair Carrion    

2. Vice-Chair Buck    

3. Commissioner Aslami-Tamplen    

4. Commissioner Beall    

5. Commissioner Boyd    

6. Commissioner Brown    

7. Commissioner Gordon    

8. Commissioner Keith    

9. Commissioner Miller-Cole    

10. Commissioner Nelson    

11. Commissioner Poaster    

12. Commissioner Thurmond    

13. Commissioner Van Horn    

14. Commissioner Wooton    

 

ACTION 

3A: Humboldt County Innovation Plan 

Presenters: 
Deborah Lee, Ph.D., Consulting Psychologist 
José Oseguera, Chief of Plan Review and Committee Operations 

Mr. Oseguera provided an overview, by way of a PowerPoint presentation, of the proposed two-year, 
six-month, $1,109,133, Humboldt County INN Project, titled “Rapid Re-housing Project.”  

Dr. Lee reviewed the notable aspects of the program and what it can teach about innovation in the 
state of California. This INN project focuses on peer support, access, and addressing stigma and 
discrimination related to the combination of mental illness and housing using a Housing First 
approach. 

Commissioner Questions and Discussion:  

Commissioner Nelson asked how the building will be obtained and if the program includes a family 
support component and asked staff to contact Humboldt County for their response to his questions. 

Commissioner Wooton asked about the peer support budget and for more detail on how peers will 
be included in the project. Dr. Lee stated that she will send the answers to those questions to the 
Commissioners. 

Action:  Commissioner Poaster made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Van Horn, that: 

The MHSOAC approves Humboldt County’s Innovation Project: 
Name: Rapid Re-housing 
Amount: $1,109,133 
Program Length: Two Years and Six Months 
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Motion carried 7 yes, 0 no, and 0 abstain, per roll call vote as follows: 

Name Yes No Abstain 

1. Chair Carrion    

2. Vice-Chair Buck    

3. Commissioner Aslami-Tamplen    

4. Commissioner Beall    

5. Commissioner Boyd    

6. Commissioner Brown    

7. Commissioner Gordon    

8. Commissioner Keith    

9. Commissioner Miller-Cole    

10. Commissioner Nelson    

11. Commissioner Poaster    

12. Commissioner Thurmond    

13. Commissioner Van Horn    

14. Commissioner Wooton    

 

ACTION 

4A: Contra Costa County Innovation Plan 

Presenters: 
Deborah Lee, Ph.D., Consulting Psychologist 
José Oseguera, Chief of Plan Review and Committee Operations 

Mr. Oseguera introduced Erin McCarty of Contra Costa Health Services. He provided an overview, 
by way of a PowerPoint presentation, of the proposed four-year, $1,000,000, Contra Costa County 
INN Project, titled “Partners in Aging.” 

Dr. Lee reviewed the notable aspects of the program and what it can teach about INN in the state of 
California. She stated that the Contra Costa County INN Project has a strong peer component and 
focuses on an integrated service delivery to improve the quality and outcomes of services and 
access by combining evidence-based practices. 

Commissioner Questions and Discussion:  

Vice Chair Buck asked about the number of peer support workers involved in the project. 
Ms. McCarty stated that two peers will be added, along with clinical interns.  

Commissioner Van Horn asked if productivity will be addressed and tracked. Ms. McCarty stated 
that the project will include the tool already implemented in other MHSA programs in the county, 
which uses a quality of life measure that has meaningful activity built in. Dr. Lee stated that peers will 
help support meaningful activities. 

Commissioner Nelson asked if individuals become part of this program after hospitalization or after 
being seen by a psychiatric emergency team. Ms. McCarty stated that referrals come from two 
sources. The new source this project will add is linking clients coming out of psychiatric emergency 
services to this program. The other referral comes from primary care clinics. 

Commissioner Nelson suggested, if the County has Meals-on-Wheels or other programs that go into 
the home, adding those programs to the source list because they can be very effective in noting 
potential alcohol- or depression-type problems before clients get to where they need a psychiatric 
emergency team or hospital. 
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Action:  Vice Chair Buck made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Poaster, that: 

The MHSOAC approves Contra Costa County’s Innovation Project: 
Name: Partners in Aging 
Amount: $1,000,000 
Program Length: Four Years 

Motion carried 7 yes, 0 no, and 0 abstain per roll call vote as follows: 

Name Yes No Abstain 

1. Chair Carrion    

2. Vice-Chair Buck    

3. Commissioner Aslami-Tamplen    

4. Commissioner Beall    

5. Commissioner Boyd    

6. Commissioner Brown    

7. Commissioner Gordon    

8. Commissioner Keith    

9. Commissioner Miller-Cole    

10. Commissioner Nelson    

11. Commissioner Poaster    

12. Commissioner Thurmond    

13. Commissioner Van Horn    

14. Commissioner Wooton    

 

ACTION 

5A: Riverside County Innovation Plan 

Presenters: 
Deborah Lee, Ph.D., Consulting Psychologist 
José Oseguera, Chief of Plan Review and Committee Operations 

Mr. Oseguera introduced Bill Brenneman, Paul Thompson, and Suzanna Juarez-Williamson of 
Riverside County Department of Mental Health. Mr. Oseguera provided an overview, by way of a 
PowerPoint presentation, of the proposed five-year, $18,574,970 Riverside County INN Project, 
titled “Transition-Age Youth (TAY) Drop-In Center.”  

Dr. Lee reviewed the notable aspects of the program and what it can teach about INN in the state of 
California. She stated that the Riverside County INN Project is a strong peer-and-family-focused 
support system that includes an integrated service delivery along with a workforce development 
component for the peer support workers. 

Commissioner Questions and Discussion: 

Chair Carrion asked if the buildings were already in place in the three regions for the drop-in centers, 
and if a sustainability plan was in place. Mr. Brenneman stated that the buildings have yet to be 
identified. He stated that, with regard to sustainability of the project, these can be hubs for other 
funded services that can pay for part of the cost. 

Commissioner Nelson asked how the County plans to deal with the variety of ages of the individuals 
that will come into the centers. Mr. Brenneman stated that each center will create safety and 
engagement rules. 

Commissioner Wooton suggested creating civil service positions within these programs, especially 
for older TAY, because that is lacking statewide. She offered Santa Barbara County’s peer support 
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training curriculum as a resource to Riverside County. Mr. Brenneman stated he would welcome 
that. 

Vice Chair Buck suggested setting aside space and opportunity for participants to play games or to 
do other fun things so the centers are not just classroom environments. He acknowledged that the 
Commission has been chastised in the past for funding things like yoga, drumming circles, and 
gardens, but he stated that those are of cultural importance in mental health; the same thing goes for 
TAY; they need some down time and time to have fun with each other. Chair Carrion agreed. 

Public Comment: 

Raja Mitry, of the Racial and Ethnic Mental Health Disparities Coalition (REMHDCO) and the 
California MHSA Multi-Cultural Coalition (CMMC), asked if current community health workers will be 
utilized in this project as resources to reach the underserved ethnic and racial communities. 
Mr. Brenneman stated that the County has a large, full-time peer specialist pool for consumers and 
families. 

Mr. Mitry asked if the community health workers from the Latino community will be considered to fill 
positions for this project or if it is up to the contractor. Mr. Brenneman stated that, for the purposes of 
the drop-in centers, it would be those persons who were part of the pre-employment training 
experience. 

Action:  Commissioner Nelson made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Wooton, that: 

The MHSOAC approves Riverside County’s Innovation Project: 
Name: Transition-Age Youth (TAY) Drop-In Center 
Amount: $18,574,970 
Program Length: Five Years 

 

Motion carried 7 yes, and 0 no, and 0 abstain, per roll call vote as follows: 

Name Yes No Abstain 

1. Chair Carrion    

2. Vice-Chair Buck    

3. Commissioner Aslami-Tamplen    

4. Commissioner Beall    

5. Commissioner Boyd    

6. Commissioner Brown    

7. Commissioner Gordon    

8. Commissioner Keith    

9. Commissioner Miller-Cole    

10. Commissioner Nelson    

11. Commissioner Poaster    

12. Commissioner Thurmond    

13. Commissioner Van Horn    

14. Commissioner Wooton    
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ACTION 

6A: Prevention and Early Intervention Regulations: Commission Response to Public 
Comments from the 15-Day Notice Published on July 24, 2015 

Presenter: 
Filomena Yeroshek, Chief Counsel 

Filomena Yeroshek, Chief Counsel, by way of a PowerPoint presentation, provided a brief recap and 
next steps of the process of the Proposed Prevention and Early Intervention (PEI) Regulations. She 
explained that the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) had disapproved the Prevention and Early 
Intervention (PEI) Regulations due to an inconsistency of a definition with Welfare and Institutions 
Code section 5600.3. The disapproval was discussed in detail at the July 23, 2015 Commission 
meeting, at which time the Commission voted to make one change to the regulations to resolve the 
inconsistency. A 15-day public comment period commenced on July 24, 2015 due to the changes 
the Commission approved at the July 23rd meeting. Two comments were received during the public 
comment period. 

The public comments and staff responses are in the Commission packet and posted on the 
MHSOAC website. Staff recommends that the Commissioners reject the changes suggested by the 
public comment. 

The next steps are to resubmit the PEI Regulations to OAL. The OAL will then have 30 business 
days to review the PEI Regulations rulemaking file. As it stands now, if the OAL approves the 
regulations, they will go into effect on January 1, 2016. To have them go into effect on October 1, 
2015, they would have had to be approved by OAL and submitted to the Secretary of State by 
August 31, 2015, which is this upcoming Monday. The Commission plans to submit a request for 
“good cause” to have the regulations go into effect by October 1, 2015 

Public Comment: 

Stacie Hiramoto from the Racial and Ethnic Mental Health Disparities Coalition voiced that she 
supported the staff recommendation. She thanked the Commission and staff for making the 
regulations process open to the public. She appreciated that the Commission made a complicated 
and arduous process less so. 

Action:  Commissioner Wooton made a motion, seconded by Vice Chair Buck, that: 

The Commission adopts Staff’s responses to public comments to the Proposed Prevention and Early 
Intervention Regulations as set forth in the “Matrix of Public Comments with Staff’s Recommended 
Responses” and directs the Executive Director to resubmit the Rulemaking file to the Office of 
Administrative Law. 
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Motion carried 7 yes, 0 no, and 0 abstain, per roll call vote as follows: 

Name Yes No Abstain 

1. Chair Carrion    

2. Vice-Chair Buck    

3. Commissioner Aslami-Tamplen    

4. Commissioner Beall    

5. Commissioner Boyd    

6. Commissioner Brown    

7. Commissioner Gordon    

8. Commissioner Keith    

9. Commissioner Miller-Cole    

10. Commissioner Nelson    

11. Commissioner Poaster    

12. Commissioner Thurmond    

13. Commissioner Van Horn    

14. Commissioner Wooton    

 

ACTION 

7A: Modifications to the Proposed Amended Conflict of Interest Code 

Presenter: 
Filomena Yeroshek, Chief Counsel 

Ms. Yeroshek, by way of a PowerPoint presentation, provided a brief background and overview of 
the proposed amendments. She stated that the two public comments received during the public 
comment period are in the meeting packet. Ms. Yeroshek stated that staff recommended passage of 
the amended Conflict of Interest Code as proposed because the revisions were suggested by Fair 
Political Practices Commission (FPPC). 

Commissioner Poaster stated that the public comment is distributed widely to the public and 
referenced the multiple submissions by Mary Ann Bernard. He stated that the writer of this material 
stepped over a line that had a potential negative impact on him. Ms. Bernard filed a formal complaint 
with FPPC alleging that he had not submitted appropriate Form 700s with regard to the income he 
received by contracting with multiple counties, which puts him in conflict. 

FPPC determined that there was no basis for further investigation and closed the matter. 

Commissioner Poaster stated that this particular individual has the propensity to attack staff in a way 
that is not productive. He requested that the minutes reflect the fact that Ms. Bernard had filed a 
complaint against him with FPPC and that FPPC dismissed the complaint because the complaint 
had no basis.  

Chair Carrion stated that the Commission supports Commissioner Poaster’s comments and 
appreciates him bringing this issue forward. 
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Action:  Vice Chair Buck made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Wooton, that: 

The Commission adopts the amended Conflict of Interest Code for the Mental Health Services 
Oversight and Accountability Commission as modified in the 15-day Notice of Modifications issued 
June 25, 2015, and directs the Executive Director to submit to the FPPC the adopted Code with the 
supporting documentation as required by law. 

Motion carried 7 yes, 0 no, and 0 abstain, per roll call vote as follows: 

Name Yes No Abstain 

1. Chair Carrion    

2. Vice-Chair Buck    

3. Commissioner Aslami-Tamplen    

4. Commissioner Beall    

5. Commissioner Boyd    

6. Commissioner Brown    

7. Commissioner Gordon    

8. Commissioner Keith    

9. Commissioner Miller-Cole    

10. Commissioner Nelson    

11. Commissioner Poaster    

12. Commissioner Thurmond    

13. Commissioner Van Horn    

14. Commissioner Wooton    

 

ACTION 

8A: Transition Age Youth (TAY) Contract 

Presenter: 
Toby Ewing, Ph.D., Executive Director 

Toby Ewing, Ph.D., Executive Director, by way of a PowerPoint presentation, provided a brief 
background and proposal to enter into a “bridge” TAY stakeholder contract with the California Youth 
Empowerment Network (CAYEN) to allow them to continue their work on behalf of TAY while the 
MHSOAC convenes a meeting with all its contractors to explore ways to improve the contracting 
process. The bridge contract will allow all stakeholder contract dates to align. 

Commissioner Van Horn recused himself from the discussion and decision-making with regard to 
this agenda item and left the room. 

Public Comment: 

Ms. Hiramoto spoke in support of the motion. She stated it is important for the program to operate 
continuously. She thanked the Commission for making this issue a transparent process. 

Zima Creason, Chief Executive Officer, Mental Health America of California (MHAC), thanked the 
Commission for supporting TAY involvement in stakeholder activities. 

Action:  Commissioner Nelson made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Wooton, that: 

The MHSOAC authorizes the Executive Director to enter into a contract, ending no later than 
June 30, 2016 with Mental Health Association of California for an amount not to exceed $300,000 to 
ensure Transition Age Youth advocacy and representation on relevant mental health issues and 
concerns. 
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Motion carried 6 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain, and 1 (Van Horn) recuse, per roll call vote as follows: 

Name Yes No Abstain 

1. Chair Carrion    

2. Vice-Chair Buck    

3. Commissioner Aslami-Tamplen    

4. Commissioner Beall    

5. Commissioner Boyd    

6. Commissioner Brown    

7. Commissioner Gordon    

8. Commissioner Keith    

9. Commissioner Miller-Cole    

10. Commissioner Nelson    

11. Commissioner Poaster    

12. Commissioner Thurmond    

13. Commissioner Van Horn    

14. Commissioner Wooton    

 

INFORMATIONAL 

9A: Executive Director Report Out 

Presenter: 
Toby Ewing, Ph.D., Executive Director 

Budget: 

The Legislature augmented the Commission’s budget by $1,000,000 to enhance stakeholder 
contracts. Staff is working with Department of Finance (DOF), but the funds have not yet been made 
available. 

Staff is working with the Legislature and DOF about the possibility of establishing a way to capture 
MHSA state administrative savings. Creating such a savings account would: (1) remove an incentive 
for state agencies to spend money unnecessarily, (2) be transparent, (3) capture those dollars to pay 
for state administrative costs that would be administered through the regular budget allocation 
process that the Legislature goes through every year. 

Staff Changes/Vacancies: 

New Personnel 

Brian Sala, Ph.D, was hired as a Deputy Director, and we also hired two Associate 
Governmental Program Analysts (AGPAs) to fill the vacancies in the Contract unit and Plan 
Review unit. 

Projects: 

The Little Hoover Task Force Project 

There have been a couple of meetings with great input from the work group. 

Crisis Stabilization Services Project 

Staff member, Sheridan Merritt, has developed, with Commissioner Boyd, a project framework 
and a timeline. Staff has begun to identify subject matter experts, and there will be panel 
presentations at the September and October Committee meetings to frame the issues. 
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Implementation of the Regulations 

There was a planning meeting in San Bernardino County with a number of counties participating. 
Three issues came out about counties’ concerns about the regulations: (1) the definition of the 
duration of untreated mental illness, (2) the language around access and linkage, and (3) the 
demographics. 

Committee Work: 

The Financial Oversight Committee identified nine key data points to understand and monitor MHSA 
fiscal trends. We are also looking at the INN component fiscal information and designing an INN 
calculator. Ms. Yeroshek is the lead on this project. We identified two issues so far: (1) reversion 
rules have not evolved with the new monthly distribution of funds; and (2) interest income and how to 
capture it. We are working with Department of Health Care Services on these issues. 

Community Forums: 

There were 250 individuals in attendance at the Community Forum in Temecula. 

There will be a Community Forum in Fresno County in November. 

A pilot study is planned for the Fresno Community Forum to explore whether or not the Commission 
can engage the broader political, business, religious, and educational leaders to improve access to 
care and challenges counties are facing in hiring 

Stakeholder Contracts Process: 

Staff has begun meeting individually and collectively with organizations that are potentially identified 
to receive funds under the budget augmentation. Staff has met with United Advocates for Children 
and Families (UACF), CAYEN, and REMHDCO, and is calendared to meet with NAMI, Peers 
Envisioning and Engaging in Recovery Services (PEERS), and California Association of Mental 
Health Peer-Run Organizations (CAMHPRO). The goals are to improve the ability to document the 
value of these contracts and improve opportunities for these organizations to work together. 

Communications: 

A communications consultant has begun the interview process with key informants around the 
Commission’s communications strategy. The goal is to design a communications strategic plan in 
the next sixty days for the Commission to consider. 

Calendar: 

The September meeting will be held in San Francisco. Location details are pending. 

The October meeting will be held in Santa Barbara. 

Dr. Ewing will work with Chair Carrion to decide how the Commission will meet during November 
and December of 2015 and January of 2016. 

GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT 

Ms. Hiramoto stated her concern that the Riverside meeting was not an open meeting. She asked 
that REMHDCO be invited to the table to discuss the issues. She suggested not broadening the 
community forums but instead have focus groups for communities that do not feel comfortable in 
large forums. 

Lynn Padlo, of NAMI California, stated that the quality of life of many members of Stanislaus County 
has been improved due to the MHSA. 
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ADJOURN 

Chair Carrion stated that the Commission will visit three sites in Stanislaus County this afternoon: 
the Community Emergency Response Team, the Garden Gate Innovative Respite Project, and the 
Stanislaus County Behavioral Health and Recovery Services. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:58 a.m. 


